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 THE BRAINERD  
KIWANIAN  

May 15, 2009

 

BOARD MEETING THURSDAY

 

May 14th (Thursday) is the meeting date for our 

Board of Directors.  President Christi Broom said 

the meeting will be at noon at Wallyôs Restaurant 

in East Ridge.   

 

All members of the Board of  

Directors are expected to 

attend and club members are 

always welcome .  

 

  

HEARTLAND RANCH KIDS DAY THIS SATURDAY  

 

 Jo Beth Kavanaugh of our Special Projects Committee is looking forward to  

Kidôs Day at the Rick Honeycuttôs Heartland Ranch in Ringgold, Georgia this 

Saturday, May 16th.  On that day, Brainerd Kiwanis volunteers will host abput 20 

underprivileged children for an outing that will include horseback riding, games and a 

cook-out.   

 The events starts at 10:30 A.M. and Jo Beth says weôll need portable grills 

furnished by Brainerd Kiwanians to cook for the group.  Desserts are also needed. A 

sign-up sheet was passed around last Friday and it will again make the rounds this 

Friday.  Directions to the ranch will be emailed to those who choose to take part in 

this hands-on project with children.   

Heartland is 

called ñthe ranch with a heartò.  Located 

in beautiful north Georgia just minutes 

from Chattanooga, TN., Heartland 

Ranch is an innovative facility 

dedicated to serving children with 

exceptional needs. It is a non-profit 

organization that, with the help of 

hundreds of volunteers, strives to 

improve the lives of special needs 

children of all ages using high quality 

programs. The Children of Heartland experience increased self-confidence and improvement in strength, 

balance, coordination, attention span, language and social skills. 
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ANNUAL CLUB MEETING IS MAY 22ND  

 Just one more May club meeting to go until we elect officers for the Kiwanis year 2009 ï 2010. 

Printed ballots will be handed out, filled out, and turned in for a count on Friday, May 22nd at our 

clubôs Annual Meeting.  Here are the nominees: 

Officers:  

¶ President Designate - David Hamilton 

¶ President Elect - JoBeth Kavanaugh (vote for ONE) 

¶ 1st Vice President - Doug Crowson (vote for ONE) 

¶ 2nd Vice President - Bob Colby or Sandy Maddox (vote for ONE) 

¶ Treasurer - Rick Breedlove (vote for ONE) 

Board of Directors: (vote for FOUR) 

¶ Peggy Lowe 

¶ David Williams 

¶ Clint Wilson 

¶ Steve Clark 

¶ Mark Siniard 

¶ Bud Connally 

¶ Parker Wamack 

   

BUGS AT 21
ST

 CENTURY  

  Next Wednesday, May 20th, at noon will be the awards 

ceremony and pizza lunch at the conclusion of another successful 

BUGS program for children at the 21st Century Academy in the 

Brainerd community.  This will be a special time since the school 

weôll be closing its doors the end of this year.  So this will be the last 

bugs program at 21st century, when the last one we will do.  If 

 Bob Colby and Bill Pinson have once again led this program 

for our club and we thank both Kiwanians along with those assisting 

them and of course the children for jobs well done. 
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BOY SCOUTS  RECEIVE S BRAINERD KIWANIS FUNDING  

   Last Friday, the Kiwanis Club of Brainerd 

gave its 6th $1000 check from our Youth Services 

Fund to the Cherokee Council of the Boy Scouts 

of America to the use in their fine program.  The 

check was presented by Rosemary Coleman. 

 Accepting that check for his organization was 

the new Scout Executive Director, Ryan Ivey who 

has replaced Natalie McMasters of our club who 

was recently promoted.  Ryan said that Natalie will 

be moving out of town and that he would very much 

like to join our club.  He graciously thanked Brainerd 

Kiwanis for the generous check and said it would be 

put to good use. 

 In the picture to the right, Ryan is standing with 

our Doug Crowson who at one time was the local 

Boy Scout Executive. 

NEXT WEEKõS CHECK RECIPIENT 

The Childrenôs Advocacy  Center  of Hamilton County, Inc. will receive the 7th $1,000 

check from the Kiwanis Club of Bainerdôs Youth Services Account.  Established in 1991as a 

private, non-profit agency, the Centerôs mission is to serve children who are victims of abuse 

through prevention, education and intervention.  CAC provides evaluation and treatment for 

abused children and their non-offending families free of charge. 

LAST FRIDAYõS SPEAKER 

 May Program Chairman Steve Clark introduced Jed Mescon who presented a program on the 
Chattanooga State School of Nursing he entitled ñWhat Chattanooga State Is Doing To Train Nursesò. Three 
ladies from Chattanooga State Medical Education Department came with Jed to talk about various aspects of 
the program.. 

 Holly talked about their new building at Chattanooga State, which is to the left upon entering the 
campus.. The building cost $3 million and is 100,000 sq.ft. in size. The state gave them $28 million to equip the 
building. She added that four out of every five med-tech's in the Chattanooga area come from Chattanooga 
State. ñBy 2020,ò Holly said, ñour region could be short 50% of the health care professionals needed so we are 
trying to expand our nursing and tech programs to meet the need.ò Holly asked our club to consider making a 
donation to the ñLeonard Fant Scholarship Fundò to help a student complete a medical tech degree  

 Jarmina Skrgie, a nursing student from Bosnia, thanked us for the wonderful food!! She just graduated 
from CSCC the night before with a 4.0 grade point average. She said that her degree was not just for her, but 
all the people she will help with her education and newly developed medical skills.  Jarmina gave up baking 
cookies in war-torn Bosnia to come to America to study. She said that she loves this country and considers the 
USA to be her second home.  

  Suzanne Copden, the young woman with Jed in the photo below, told about how hard it was to get into 
the nursing program at Chattanooga State. Suzanne did get in and now she is the student seen on the ads for  
CSCC. 

 Jed, a good friend of Brainerd Kiwanis closed by saying: "Why go anywhere else? All you need is at 
CSCC!  He also asked us to consider a scholarship for the Nursing School! 
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Suzanne Copden and Jed Mascon 

THIS FRIDAYõS SPEAKER 

 The program for our May 15th club meeting will be Ann Weeks, an Episcopal priest who will tell about   

ministry challenges in the Chattanooga region. Those who come to The Episcopal Metropolitan Ministry 

(EMM) seek help with basic needs, such as rent and utility payments and food. Other less typical requests are 

handled on a case-by-case basis. 

 Some clients are homeless, but the majority are just a rent or utility payment away from losing the 

security of shelter. In the network of services provided by other social service agencies in the community, EMM 

is known for offering a bridge to continuing self-sufficiency, especially to clients who have exhausted all other 

kinds of support. 

THANKS FROM K.I. FOUNDATION  

 The Kiwanis Club of Brainerd received two thank-you letters from the Kiwanis International Foundation.  

The first was to thank us for giving $ 380.00 to the Annual Club Gift Campaign.  The letter read: ñyour 

generosity enables us to support the important work being done in all levels to change the lives of children 

around the world.ò  We also received a banner patch for a contribution. 

 The second letter from the Foundation thanked us for participating in the ñSkip A Meal Programò.  Club 

members will be interested to know that we gave $181.  Our club also received a banner patch for this 

contribution. 

A PLEA FROM BLOOD ASSURANCE  

         Tim Wilson, Donor Recruiter for Blood Assurance, wrote to thank us for giving blood during 

April. He also encouraged our club members to give blood regularly especially during the summer 

months that always sees a drastic drop in donor participation.  
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SWINE FLU  ?  

 Pessimists say, ñItôll happen when pigs fly!ò  Brainerd Kiwanians say, ñWhen pigs fly, itôll 

happen!ò  Of course we would be speaking of those two gloriously hot summer days in late July when 

ample helpings of Sticky Fingers pork and beef fly from our serving lines and into the eagerly awaiting 

hands of our customers to then be completely and shamelessly devoured. 

 You ask how things are going in planning for this summerôs fund raiser?  Barbecue Chairman 

Sandy Maddox met last Friday with his committee made up of Matt Cole, Steve Clark, Clint 

Wilson, Greg Farrow, Parker Wamack, Bob Colby, Stephen Austin, and Scott Alexander.  

Hereôs what went on: 

¶ Sandy shared that the corporate sponsor he had contacted, Loweôs had not responded to his 

request to sponsor the alternate location for the BBQ this year.   

¶ Bob Colby shared his research on the property discussed at a previous meeting, but with time 

running out in planning for the BBQ, Sandy Maddox posed the question of whether the committee 

and the club should take on this responsibility this year.   

¶ Parker Wamack said we may be planning for something that next year might not be a problem.  

So, Stephen Austin made a suggestion to suspend searching for an alternate location or sponsor 

unless one stepped forward.   

¶ The committee voted to support his suggestion.  So, the 2009 BBQ will be held at the pits behind 

21st Century Academy as usual.  2010 will be dealt with later.  Sandy feels an ad hoc committee 

needs to be formed that can concentrate on this pending dilemma for the club. 
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